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Prof. Win. F. Moulton, D. D., the eminent English Wesleyan Greek scholar, 
and Prof. Robert L. Bensly, LL. D., lecturer on Hebrew and Arabic at Cam- 
bridge University, both of whom were members of the English Revision 
Committees, have been secured for the Faculty of the new Chicago University. 
Prof. Llewellyn J. Evans of Lane Theological Seminary has been called to 
the chair of Hebrew in Bala Hall, the theological seminary of the Welsh Cal- 
vinistic Methodists. Mr. Edw. T. Harper, Ph. D., entered upon his duties as 
Prof, of Hebrew in Chicago Theological Seminary with an address upon 
Assyriology in its Relation to the Old Testament. 

In the National Museum at Washington, D. C, a collection has been ar- 
ranged to exhibit the brotherhood of religions. Among many others, and 
close to those of Egypt, Babylon and Assyria, is the case devoted to Jewish 
ceremonials. It contains a number of old manuscripts, one a scroll of the 
Pentateuch, another an illuminated MS copy of the book of Esther. There are 
several Mezzuzoth of reed and metal, each containing a small scroll upon 
which is written selections from the Law. A castellated metal spice-box, in- 
tended for the Habdalah service, is interesting, as are also the vestments and 
lamps. Such a collection, in such a place, is only a just testimonial to the sig- 
nificance of the Hebrew religion and people in world and church history. 

Two important series of articles on Assyriology are announced to begin im- 
mediate appearance in the Expository Times (London). The first series is 
upon " The Old Testament and the Cuneiform Inscriptions," to be contributed 
by Mr. Pinches of the British Museum. Mr. Pinches is one of the best Assy- 
rian scholars, and has access, by his position, to the freshest sources of 
information on this subject. He will incorporate and correct Schrader's latest 
edition, traverse the whole field of discovery in his department, and present 
all the new material recently obtained. The second series is by Prof. Sayce, 
the eminent Assyriologist, who will discuss "The Higher Criticism and the 
Monuments," his first article appearing in the October number. From these 
two scholars we may expect a trustworthy presentation of the whole field of 
Assyriological study — the quantity, character and value of the material which 
has been obtained, as well as the contribution which it makes, and the signifi- 
cance which it has with regard to Old Testament problems, for which Assyrian 
research is principally interesting. 

Prof. Hilprecht writes instructively and entertainingly, in current numbers Of 
the Sunday School Times, upon State and Family Life in Egypt. The form 
of state organization, he says, varied greatly in the older, middle and later 
periods. During the later period, when Israel was in Egypt, the hereditary 
nobility was abolished, and the territory formerly held by them (for the peas- 
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ants were not free holders) was owned by the Pharaoh, or ruler, who let it out 
to his subjects for a heavy rental. Slavery was prevalent, and the slave trade 
flourished. But there was a free middle class who maintained a true family 
life, a general high culture and civilization. The laws of Egypt, brief and 
strict, had in view the welfare of the land and the people. Their rights were 
well protected, but they paid for it in excessive taxes. The burden of this, 
and the corruption of their religion, were prime causes in the decline of the 
Egyptian state. In the family, the principles of love, piety and morality pre- 
vailed. In the older period the position of woman was hardly below that 
which she occupies in the civilized countries of to-day. Monogamy prevailed, 
and the family life was exceptionally pure and refined. The relation between 
the parents and the children present a most attractive picture. The child re- 
ceived careful training in reading, writing, manners, ethics and mathematics. 
Of course there was degeneration in social and family life as the nation de- 
clined, but Egypt — the true, strong, pure Egypt, is worthy of our admiration 
and study. 

How many eyes have watched for it, how eagerly, how impatiently? The 
dawn of a new literature upon the Old Testament and its problems has come. 
Fore-tokenings had already appeared, as in Driver's Isaiah and Dods' Gene- 
sis. But now the students of the Hebrew Scriptures can begin to see the 
morning. Two works of the first importance have just been announced. The 
new Hebrew Lexicon, edited by Drs. Briggs and Brown of Union Seminary, 
together with Prof. Driver of Oxford, of which the first part, nearly covering 
Aleph, is now in print. This means a work which will present the latest re- 
sults of scholarship in the most accurate and useful form. The second 
significant work is that of Prof. Driver entitled " The Literature of the Old 
Testament," a good sized volume published in this country by Scribners. 
There was no good Old Testament Introduction but there was a crying need 
for one. Wright's work in the Theological Educator series was valuable, but 
too small and fragmentary, to be satisfactory. Driver's book will receive 
more extensive notice later, but one who is familiar with the Oxford professor's 
work will already be assured of the rare value of this publication. The book 
appears as the first of the International Theological Library edited by Prof. 
Briggs of this country and Prof. Salmond of England, from which series bib- 
lical scholars will expect the very essence of what is latest and best in the 
study of the Scriptures. All hail to the dawn of an adequate literature upon 
the Old Testament, at present the subject matter of investigation by all special 
students of the Bible. 

The Andover Review for October sets forth editorially the Religious Rea- 
son for Biblical Criticism. It affirms that those whose lives are given honestly 
to applying the principles of critical research to the Bible are ministering to a 
vital necessity of the church. The Bible must be tested by the canons of lit- 
erary criticism: authenticity, authorship, circumstances of composition. Fur- 
ther than that the principles of historical criticism must be applied to it. The 
writings through which we learn of the historic self-revelation of God must be 
regarded as history. Its events must be seen in their order and their mutual 
relations, and in their connection with the correlated facts of the world's life. 
He sees best the divine thought conveyed in the life of the Hebrew people who 
has the best knowledge of its life, who sees most clearly its development both 
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in physical strength and spiritnal stature, who estimates most accurately the 
forces, moral and physical, which by their mutual and combined action made 
it what it was. Such knowledge cannot be gained merely by reading the 
books of the Old Testament. The information they give is fragmentary, and, 
it must be owned, not altogether accurate. To be put to its best use, this in- 
formation must be arranged, and to some extent corrected by the critical 
faculty. It must also be set into connection with extra Biblical events. Old 
Testament criticism is to-day doing just this work for the church. The true 
student of the Bible will be a Christian student, recognizing the spiritual ele- 
ments in the life recorded in Scripture, and giving them their due influence in 
the formation of his critical conclusions. He will also be scientific, treating 
facts honestly, and reasoning from them fairly and fearlessly, as do faithful 
men in other departments of historical research. 

Somewhat to the surprise of many peace-loving, large-minded Christians, 
the action of the New York Presbytery against Prof. Briggs of Union Semi- 
nary, has taken the final form of an ecclesiastical trial for heresy. The date of 
the hearing is set for Nov. 4th. One of the strange features of the movement 
is, that the vote which determined upon the trial, was caused by the laymen of 
the Presbytery, the majority of clergymen voting against judicial procedure. 
Moreover, the ballot calling for the trial was only 64, as against 62 opposed, 
and it would seem to be a somewhat hazardous thing for the denomination 
to proceed on the face of such a division of judgment, if not of belief. The 
list of specified charges against Prof. Briggs has been widely published. Some 
of them fall definitely within the sphere of this magazine, e. g„ the charge 
that his statements in "regard to the Holy Scriptures cannot be reconciled 
with the doctrine of the true and full inspiration .of those Scriptures as the 
' Word of God written ; ' " also that " he asserts that Moses is not the author of 
the Pentateuch, and that Isaiah is not the author of half of the book which 
bears his name ; " also that " he teaches that predictive prophecy has been re- 
versed by history, and that much of it has not and never can be fulfilled." 
The examination of these points of belief, some of them trivial it must be con- 
fessed, to see whether the maintenance of them is heresy, will be exceedingly 
interesting and important. The literature of the trial will be eagerly sought 
and considered by Bible students everywhere. It is greatly to be hoped that 
good may come from this shameful partisan warfare in the form of a more 
truthful, exalted, and reasonable view of the biblical literature, and a larger 
conception of what is essential to orthodoxy in the case of the earnest and 
scholarly investigator and teacher of the Scripture. 

In Dr. Delitzsch's book which has but recently appeared, embodying his lec- 
tures on Messianic Prophecy are some remarks on the phenomena presented by 
the second part of Isaiah (chapters 40-66). He says that " if Isaiah who was 
called in the year of Uzziah's death were the author of these addresses, the 
Babylonian exile would not be his actual but his ideal present." It is true 
that Isaiah "participated essentially" in this book of consolation for the 
exiles. The author is a prophet of his school ; by birth equal with the 
master in spirit and gifts. We find Jeremiah's ideas reproduced with an 
Isaianic stamp. But may not Jeremiah have been reproducing Isaiah's 
thought? Delitzsch's rejects Isaiah's priority for two reasons. (1) If we 
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hold that Isaiah is the author of 40-66, we must maintain a phenomenon which 
otherwise is without a parallel in the prophetic literature, for elsewhere it is 
always peculiar to prophecy that it goes out from the present, and does not 
transport itself to the future, without returning to the ground of its own con- 
temporary history ; but Isaiah would live and act, here in the exile, and 
address the exiles through twenty-seven chapters, without coming back from 
his ideal to his actual present. (2) The divinely ordered progressive instruc- 
tion in the recognition and achievement of salvation, which the Scriptures 
reveal to us, demands the origin of these addresses under the impulses given 
by the exile. Zephaniah, Habakkuk, Jeremiah and Ezekiel would represent 
an incomprehensible retrogression if the author of Isaiah 40-66 were not 
younger than Jeremiah, younger even than Ezekiel, and did not have the last 
third of the exile as his historical station. Delitzsch acknowledges that it is 
incomprehensible how he should have remained anonymous and his name be 
covered by that of Isaiah, but he declares that these things must be allowed 
in order to escape the most incomprehensible thing of all, that it is one and 
the same prophet to whom we are indebted for the image of the second David 
in Isaiah 7-1 1 and the image of the Servant of Jehovah in 40-66. It was 
given to the second Isaiah who was born in the exile to lead the Messianic 
proclamation into a new path. 

The plans for a new translation of the Bible, which Prof. Paul Haupt, head 
of the Semitic Department of Johns Hopkins University, has long been ma- 
turing, are now announced. He has just returned from a conference concern- 
ing it with eminent English and German scholars in London and Berlin. The 
great work will probably require some three years for its completion. In this 
translation are to be included not only the Old and New Testament, but also 
the Apocrypha and the Pseudigraphs, including the four Esdras and the 
Psalms of Solomon. Each of the thirty-six books will be assigned a compe- 
tent scholar, and the translation will be accompanied by explanatory notes 
and pictorial representations. It is expected that the Old Testament will oc- 
cupy two volumes of a thousand pages each, and the whole work will include 
six volumes. Though the whole project is from an American point of view, 
and is to be brought about under American auspices, its character is to be 
international. The hexateuchal portion will be in the hands of English schol- 
ars, among whom are Prof. Driver of Oxford, and Prof. Cheyne ; C. G. 
Montefiore and I. Abrahams, editors of the Jewish Quarterly Review; and 
Russell Martineau of the British Museum. Following are the American 
scholars who have been invited to contribute ; Prof. C. H. Toy of Cambridge, 
author of Christianity and Judaism ; Profs. Chas. A. Briggs and Francis 
Brown, of Union Theological Seminary, New York ; Dr. W. H. Ward, of the 
New York Independent ■ Prof. E. L. Curtis, the archeologist, now occupying 
the chair of Hebrew in Yale Divinity School, New Haven ; and Pres. W. R. 
Harper, of Chicago University. And Prof. Harper will probably share with 
Prof. Haupt the responsibility for the editorial management of the work. 
The composite character of certain books is to be set forth in a new and 
serviceable way. The portions belonging to the different documents are to 
be placed in blocks of different colors, in some cases as many as ten different 
colors being used, so that the reader can tell at a glance at what period the 
lines were compiled and from what source taken. This will be of immense 
advantage to the large body of students who are earnestly .trying to form a 
sound, scholarly judgment on the hexateuchal problem. 



